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This, for a considerable time, he was ashamed to discover
to his mother; and though he often went to her on purpose,
and was just upon the discourse, yet he still refrained, and
kept it to himself; so that she began to suspect, and asked
his friend whether Cieomenes had something to say to
her which he was afraid to speak. At last, Cieomenes-
venturing to tell her, she laughed aloud, and said: 'Was
this the thing that you had so often a mind to tell me, but
were afraid? Make haste and put me on shipboard, and
send this carcass where it may be most serviceable to
Sparta, before age destroys it unprofitably here/ There-
fore, all things being provided for the voyage, they went
by land to Tsenarum, and the army waited on them.
Cratesiclea, when she was ready to go on board, took
Cieomenes aside into Poseidon's temple, and, embracing
him, who was much dejected and extremely discomposed,
she said: ' Go to, King of Sparta; when we come forth at
the door, let none see us weep or show any passion that
is unworthy of Sparta, for that alone is in our power; as
for success or disappointment, those wait on us as the
deity decrees/ Having this said, and composed her coun*
tenance, she went to the ship with her little grandson, and
bade the pilot put out at once to sea. When she came to
Egypt, and understood that Ptolemy entertained proposals
and overtures of peace from Antigonus, and that Cieom-
enes, though the Achseans invited and urged him to an
agreement, was afraid for her sake to come to any with-
out Ptolemy's consent, she wrote to him, advising him to
do that which was most becoming and most profitable for
Sparta, and not, for the sake of an old woman and a little
child, stand always in fear of Ptolemy. This character
she maintained in her misfortunes."

Cieomenes, however, soon realized how little reliance
is to be put in the favors of princes.   Antigonus of Syria